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itional Passport
2 the Futu

Choosing the
right curriculum
for your child is
critical - Claire
Deacon discusses
the benefits of the
International
Baccalaureate
programmes
available
in Thailand and
worldwide.




ore and more psople ure

becarming famillar itk rhe

imternational Haccalawreate
curricliunm, thanks in oo small part
to the uernber of sehioks in Thalland
thiat have adopted the (B Diplomi as
their pregramme of pre-university
study. It 15 steadlly growing in
popllarity, but lew paaple realise
that the |6 Diploms and its parent
organisation, the |Internatipnal
Baccalawieate  Organication’ (1RO,
fas been around far pearly 40 years

The: Internitional Baccal

pureate Organsation was founded on
thie idea that schoal thould be able

to have & compehensive and
acadamically rigourous curriculim
and diploma  recognised by
(mlversities dreund the warlld. As

moreand moie studenty decided to =
further thedr studles abroad, the 18§
Diploma was designed to facilitate |
the- internatlonal  mdbility  of |

studints prepating far unlyersity.
Once the. I8 Diploma was
i place, the organisation recognised
the need W dedelop programmes
that woultl give vounger students
access  to an B education
throughtiut their school life, <o
studients could gather the skills they
needed to succesd with [B. In 199§
they added the Middle Yeam
Programme (MYPL & curriculum for

students aged 11-16, The Primary $

Yegrs Programme (FYF), for students
aged-3-11, followed in 1997 The
MYP and PYP sesk o provide
students  with an Internatiopat
perspective and oritical  thinking
skills they will perfect during the {8
Diploma.

One ol the |mportant
factors  that  differeptiates  the
development of the [B programmes
fram state ot national currdcula, such
&S the Aperican o Britsh system, is
that they Have bein developed by
international educaters rather than
by local authdarities or & natignal
Ministry. ol Bducation. This  has
enabiled best practices and curmcuila
from around the world 1o be
intorparated into the g

programmes. A scheol that

trmpilichtes all thes ourrlouls, wnd has
bieen formally accedited by the 1BO,
it known: as an 18 Warld School. The
schodl develops thell programmes
using the 1BOYS curticulum
framework, assessment guldelines,
and content requirements, which all
hawve to mieet criteria with regards to
standards and practices, Within
these specific guidalines, the schoaol
adapts the programmes s that they
are  relevant, engaging  and
stgnificant for their students. The PYP
and o MYF are  holistic - and
encuiry-trased in their approsch and
couched in mal-lile situatians rathar
i belri content-driven.

Professional developrment
end training for teachers |5 an
inteqral part of the 1B and a3 part of
the 1B authorisation visit, the school
must  show  that  professlonal
development is in place Teachers
who are new to the 1B are reguilred
to undergn specialist taining within
themr first year and all teachess have
B programme of ongoing faEining,
which may be both ‘within the
school and at external venues.
Trwners are all 1B-approved or
full-tirne B0 <taff. The school keepsa
register of the teachais and theis
training  and  this 15 reviewed
externally by the 1BO. All aof thess
eferrents of traiming and
professional dévalopment endurs
that teachers at (B schools arpund
the world are up-to-date and being
assessed under the same cnteria.
This gives parants the ascurance that
t=aching standards in all 1B schoals
are maintainad at a consistently high
starrdard.

Another crucial diffirence
Betwean an 18- World School and
scheols running other curricula 15
thie approdch 1o learning itself. Look
around at friends and colleagues, ar
cast yaur mind bBack to whet you
were at schoal, and you'll realise that
peaple differ in the way they solve
problems. We  call this  rhei
inteéllectil (or cognithee) ability, Ve
may differ from our friends not only
in oweryll -ability, but also In the
pattern aof our abllities. The 1B

|'l||.J;_|Ir|I'I!fT'|‘-" L r'-'ﬂi.ll“lﬂ',l o these
diferences by encowragimsg students
to acquire  knowledge through
varied learning principles - creating
a level playing fleld for all, One of the
most significant elements of the 1B
programme |s the commitmeant to
engendering students t© be
IHe-long. learmers This s inregral to
the teaching atan IBWaotld School

Another of the principles
of the B progammes 5 to
encourage students 1o think about
the world they live in and to take
positive  action  for change
‘Community and Service’ i an
integral part of the learming process;
encouraging students to wie their
shlls-and awareness of public gsues
gained in the classcoam 1o halp thai
communities. Equally a4 impartant,
students  reflect apan  their
expenerces and consider how they
can make o différence. Responalble
citlzenship is core to the ethic af
the programme

There are further
distinctions [ relation to acadeniic
gtandards which ame a major
considaration  for int@#rnationally
mohile: families who need 1w be
assured of the mobifity of thefr
childs education, Whilst  other
systems may offer some type of
‘measuremant’ (eQ.  Scholastic
Apthude Tests or SATS ULnder the
American  system), there is no
ind=pendent measure of how one
sthoo! compares in standards with
anather. So whilst you may be very
fappy with the standards at yout
school here in Thalland, how can you
be-assured that the skills your child
is gaining will transfer easily’ to
anather country] The curriculiam
standards and teacher professional
developrment at all 1B World Schoals
are externally assessed an a fegular
Basis by the 1BO, meaning that
consistency is maintained across all
schotls  authorised to  run B
:.'l.ZI!_]'-II‘IrII-'“. .‘1', ;] |.'rlr'."|-1 s means
that yvou can be sure that an 18 World
School in Thaland will be consistent
with an 1B World School in Mew York

Landan, Sydney, lakars or whereves




CURRICULUM

Thinking  abead o Tuiihe

rllCAbIan, Yau W o doubt want fo

WITE THhat your child 1§ prepiared 1o

lie ugcEssiul mn i utrlversity
s ment. The B Hploma

iccepter By unmversities armound tne

woeld, inctuding thie best universities in

Morth Amerdca the UK continentsl
Europe, Australia and, of course
Thatland, Mare than this, the anecdotal

evidence from universities shows that
many prefer 1B Diploma graduates
fescribing them  as  beipg better
prapared with POSMIve STUTude
towards leaming. in the Unitad States
alons, around 900 alleges ard
universities not aonly accept, but prefe
the |8 [Diploma, including top
umiversities like Princeton, Harvard, MIT,
UCLA, New York University and Penn
STate. Many of these same universities
will alio ofter sigrificant credits to | |B
Diploma students - you can find out
more by visiting the |BO website
e lboormg) and sedarching  undes
country infarmation

But lets take & step Back...
whilst the evidencs ls abundant that
the 1B Diploma js fantastic preparation
for wniversity life, doesn't that also

inean that the preparatican

or entry ko
the B Diploma should be  just as
critlcally assess2d? AsS  mantioned
earlier in this article, many schools offer
the |B Diploma as their pre-university
programme, but prior (o this students

e '|ll||!'-r'-""_'i Lnitlar a ditferent s
curricutum Th Micldle Years 2

I R (MR LN e tis il [ Brief: What makes the 1B programmes so special?

IR G FT RN TR IR @ |B programmes are recognised around the world and ensure an increased adaptability

Primary Years Programme ls the ideal and mability for 1B students

R LG R e ® The curriculum and pedagogy of 1B programmes focus on intemational perspectives

why the B0 developed the [T and teaching, white insisting that students fully explore their language skills

programmes in the frst place. IF your and hame culture

R I N eRa T * 1B World Schoals must undergo an exhaustive authorisation process in order to offer

B Diploma then it makes sense to [ERelNarriEEsIR =Rl [ETT IS which Includes a study of the schools resources and

R R T commitment to the B mission and philosophy.

SR R e AT @ IB tachers participate In a wide variety of profesdonal development opportunities to

futire. constantly update thelr knowledge and share their expertise with colleagues around the
world,

NI ® Many stodents graduating from the Diploma Programme find that it enhances their

opportunities at tertiary Institutions. The 1B works closely with universities around the
. world to gain recagnition for 1B programmes.

® The core components of 1B programmes encourage students to participate in creative
and service-oriented activities, while at the same time emphasising the importance of
reflection on a personal and academic level,
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